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That recommendation was incorporated into the National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF) as the new designation of Local Green Spaces.

Purpose of the Toolkit
This toolkit aims to help communities designate Local Green Space through the
preparation of neighbourhood plans in a robust, consistent and transparent manner.


http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm80/8082/8082.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
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The Policy Context

The NPPF provides the following information on Local Green Space designations -

76  Local communities through local and neighbourhood plans should be able to
identify for special protection green areas of particular importance to them. By
designating land as Local Green § al communities will be able to rule out

elopment other thanin v, | circumstances. Identifying land as Local

bould therefore b, nt with the loeal planning of sustainable

nt in sufficient homes, jobs and other

cal Green Spaces should only be designated when a plan is

Rable of enduring beyond the end of the plan

essential
prepared o
period.

77  The Local Gree bn will not be appropriate for most green areas or
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2, for example because of its beauty, historic
(including as a playing field), tranquillity or

Local Green Spaces

¢ ignated through neighbourho
preparing neighbourhood plé

of a model policy is include ndix 1.

Criteria for Designation
Any type of green space could be suitable for Local Green Space designation from
recreational land with a sports pavilion or the area around a war memorial to allotments or
an urban space that provides a tfranquil oasis.

As Local
permitte it
the desi
that the
toolkit ar

evidence
meet ps in this

omple

A potential Local Green Space site must meet the criteria set out in the NPPF, and further
detailed in the National Planning Practice Guidance. These criteria are not specific — they
do not give set distances or areas, but act as guidance which should then be interpreted
at alocal level.


http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/open-space-green-space-and-rights-of-way-2/local-green-space-designation/

In order to ensure that any designation in the is robust, we have
created a checklist against which potential Local Green Space sites
should be tested.
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Stepl1: Quick check

Using the “decision free” below, check to see whether a candidate Local Green Space is
likely to meet the designation criteria.

Is the site allocated for
development in the Local
Plan2

Is the site reasonably close
—1 NoO [ to the community it
servese

Yes

1
Yes
I

Has planning permission
for development already
been granted at this site?

Is the site of particular
— NO [ value to the local
community?

Yes

Will designation prevent
development taking
place?

Is the site an “extensive
fract of land”2

1
No
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Step 2: Complete checklist

If it seems that the candidate site may meet the designation criteria, complete the
designation checklist below (and provide all the relevant evidence). The checklist should
be completed for each candidate site.

1.1

General Information

Name and address of site

Some.sites have several name nown.names should be given
St Mary’s Churchyard, Main St, Queniborough, Leicestershire, LE7 3DA
~

f cm:.ﬂ must show the location and boundaries of

Insert here or attach separately

Site lo
The pla

the site.
Plence in

Organisation or
This will normally
communitv aro

Queniborough Neighbourhood Partnership Group

roposing site for designation
or Parish Council or a recognised

Ownership
Informatio ow be obtained from the Land Registry. Some
land par fregi ever local people may know the owner.

Diocese of Leicester

Is ’rhe-’rhe site cwcre‘nﬁol designation?

YES
wner support the desigm
designated as Local Gree ces, even if there are objections
fro ers L
YES

Photographs of si’r‘ ‘

Insert here or attach separately

Community served by the potential Local Green Space

i.e. does the site serve the whole village/town or a particular geographic area
araroiin af neonle? A A P p— — p—
Residents of Queniborough and an area of general architectural and historic
interest

n Planning History

2.1

_Planning History
E’rhere cMy!plonnin&pMcoﬁona ’rhiHi’re? I%Ionning{ermis&n has

been permitted could part of the overall site still be used as a Green Open
Space?


http://www.landregistry.gov.uk/

NO

2.2 Is the site allocated for development in the Local Plan? If allocated, could part
of the overall site still be used as a Green Open Space?

NO

m Size, scale and “local nature” of proposed Local Green Space

31 Areq dite. gy
Itis un site of oier 20ha (50 acres) would be considered
N¥lifalall=) tinn

3.2 Is the site a
(Extensive fr
e.g. how large
in the vicinity et

land™e

of be designated as Local Green Space)

rison to other fields; groups of fields; areas of land
site “feel” extensive or more localin scale?

The Medieval Parish Church, which is consecrated, is situated within the grounds
and is a Grade 1 listed building of the Perpendicular Gothic Architecture type

3.3 Is the prop cter"?
e.g. does part of the local area? And why?e How
does it c ys:call d socially to the local area? What is

The site is located within the Queniborough Village Conservation Area and
contains graves of local parishioners. The church yard also contains war graves
of a Royal Field Arfillery soldier and an airman of World Warl.

wlloge ne arish plan that provides evi
Further informa gland (Accessible Natural
Standard)

The War Memorial is on the periphery of the site forming part of the boundary
and is a unique area of remembrance,contemplation and reflection

Evidence to show ihai “the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the
commumi it serves”

5 1 e site fr coO WAL edd|s thel8ite within 2 the local
uniiye
ccihla anrao A ¢ w th t~ -

The site is within the village boundaries

5.2 Are there any barriers to the local community accessing the site from their
homes?
e.qg. railway line; main road

Possible evidence —a map to show any potential barriers and how those can
be nvercome


http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/40004?category=47004
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/40004?category=47004

NO accessible to all

Evidence to show that the green area is “demonstrably special to a local
community”

6.1 Evidence of support from Parish or Town Council

a N lattar Af citinnArts CAanincil miniitac

6.2 E\keo‘f\rsuppor’r from o’rh.mmuni’ry groups or individuals.
an < iNnNnrt: natitin < atr

Evidence submitted in neighbourhood plan questionnaire responses shows that
St Mary's Churchyard holds significant importance to 65% of respondents.

6.3 Evidenc fro nity leaders
e.qg. letter f Members; County Councillors; MP eftc.

6.4 Evidence of su
e.q. letters of su
England; local

er groups
organisations such as Campaign to Protect Rural
ties; local schools etc.

Strong and enduring links with the local primary school

7 Evidence to show that the green area “holds a particular local significance, for
example because of its beauty,” (if applicable)

7.1 s this cr'n’r fo ’r‘
YES

7.2 De.’rhe community f‘ site has a particular local
Nis! far ite heai 1itv

The site dates back to the late 13th/early14th centuries and houses the medieval
church and local graveyard closed on 06/02/1979

7.3 Site visibi
e.q. isit easy to m a public place? Are the
Nf tha cita2 Are thara citea froam AN/ kv In~Atinne?2
The site is a village focal point and the 162 ft church spire can be seen from
various points around the village

nce views

7.4 Is the site covered by any landscape or similar designations?
e.g. Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty; Conservation Areq; Specia

| |
1 AN TI°™ \/
irth 28 in@rmatinn — royl Fn

The site is within the Queniborough conservation area

l’rhe sifekmspl:iﬁcolmen’rlwed il:my reIeIT ‘
landscape character assessments or similar documents?
Further information -Natural England

YES

7.

[&,]

7.6 Does the site contribute to the setting of a historic building or other special
featiire?


http://www.staffnet.cotswold.gov.uk/nqcontent.cfm?a_id=3023
http://www.staffnet.cotswold.gov.uk/nqcontent.cfm?a_id=3023
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/landscape/default.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/landscape/default.aspx

7.7

8.2

8.3

8.4

!A

8.6

9.2

Yes the Church and the War Memorial especially relevant during remembrance
services and parades

Is the site highlighted in literature or art?
e.q. is the site mentioned in a well-known poem or shown in a famous

NnAIiNtinA2

The site features in all literature relevant to Queniborough

Evidence to show that the green area “holds a particular local significance for

example because of its historic significance” (if applicable)

Is Thi‘von’r o this sito

YES
Are there rremains on the site?
e.g. listed b ancient monuments; registered parks and

r historic remains or structures.
eritage; local history society

gardens; war
Further inform

The Church of St Mary is on the site and is a Grade 1 listed building

Are there any j
e.g. old hed

features
Fuirther inf

Not known

ic landscape features on the site?
es; historic ponds or historic garden

e local historv societv

Did th
villag
e.g.
hA

an importa e historic development of the

e of the fown ra n; the old garden for the manor

YES the church has been atf the centre of community/family life for centuries and
this continues including strong links with the local primary school

mm historic events take nlace on the A

Do any historic rituals the site? ‘
e n well-dresina mavnnle c

The church continues to be a place of worship

Evidence to show that the green area “holds a particular local significance, for
example because of its recreational value (including as a playing field)”, (if
applicable)

Di-ACNITTT X

-

Is the site used for playing sport?
If so what sportg How long has it been used for sports provisione Is this sports
provision free oris a club membership required?

Frirthar infAarmmntinn — Snnrt EnAlAanA


http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/protection/process/national-heritage-list-for-england/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/protection/process/national-heritage-list-for-england/
http://www.sportengland.org/

9.3 Are the public able to physically access the site?
e.qg. are there any public rights of way across the site¢ Or adjacent fo the site?
Has access been allowed on a discretionary basisg Is there public access to
the whole site or only parte Is there good disabled access to the site? (A site
can still be designated even if there is no public access.)

9.4 Is.the site used by the local co r informal recreation?2 And since
Wk
ea Ikinar: sledaina: ete

10.1 s this criteri@

Evidence to show that the green area “holds a particular local significance, for
example because of its tranquillity” (if applicable)

X3
YES

10.2 Do you conside‘e franquile
an Ara thara Ar nr hiiev Arance ~lnca hve

The churchyard is set back from Main St and the essence of the site enhances
reflection and peace. There are seating areas around the periphery of the site

10.3 Isthessite v'o‘uil area?
a N within [aYalla t+ Piirml EFnAlAanAY% traanAaniillithvy mane

YES because of its unique nature

n Evidence to show that the green area “holds a particular local significance, for

example because of the richness of its wildlife”; (if applicable)

111 [IN +Ir-rnln\/r1h+ tn thic cifn_

YES / NO

11.2 ally designated for its Wildlluolue%‘
e.g. cial scientific interest; a key wildliMar
infarmaitio lanA

-
11.3  Are any important hobi’ro’rm(ound on the site?
e.qg. habitats and species listed in the UK priority habitats and species lists or in
Biodiversity Action Plans or protected species or on the red/amber lists of birds

of conservation concern.
Further infgrmoﬁon - Ngfurol Enqlond; Norl'onol_Biodiversitx Nefv»grk; RS@

11.4 oth&f wildlife OLi st h@§ be nd the Slie?
rther inf@rmatio Englond; nalBiodi ifymew

11.5 Is the site part of a long term study of wildlife by members of the local

community?
a N InnA-tarm maonitarina nf hreadina hirde



http://www.cpre.org.uk/what-we-do/countryside/tranquil-places
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/publications/maps/default.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/publications/maps/default.aspx
http://www.nbn.org.uk/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/Images/BoCC_tcm9-217852.pdf
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/publications/maps/default.aspx
http://www.nbn.org.uk/

Evidence to show that the green area “holds a particular local significance, for

any other reason”; (if applicable)

12.1 Is this criteria relevant to this site?
YES

12.2  What are the other reasons why the site has a particular local significance for the
lncal commiinitve o

The site has benefits for the mental health, well being and community cohesion
for the residents of Queniborough

4
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Step 3: Neighbourhood Plan Group considers
designation

The Neighbourhood Plan Group should review the evidence provided and decide whether
the site is suitable for designation and wh additional evidence is required.

Not every po ite will meet every owever dllsites must meet the following

criteria in the

2.1 not with an extant planning permission within which the Local Green Space could not
ha AccammnAdntad

2.2 not allocated for development in the relevant Neighbourhood Plan, unless it can be
shown that the Local Plan housing allocation is not strategic and can be re-located
somewhere else in the neighbourhood plan area; or alternatively that the Local Green
Space could be incorporated within the site as part of the allocated development

19 Nt An “avitanciva tract Af lanA"
R “lacnl in charactar”
N in “Nravimity tn tha ~ammiinihy it carnvac”
A “Aamnnctrahhvy enacinl tn tha Incal cammiinihg?
And all sites must me o llowing criteria in the Checklist -
7 “Ymarticular lIncal cianificanca hearniicea nf itc hami ih/"”
R “Ymarticular lIncal cianificanca harniicea nf ite hictarie cianificanca”
Q “Ymarticular lIncal cianificanca herniice nf itec recrantinnal valiia”
1N “Ymarticular lIncal cianificanca harniica nf ite troeanAniillity”
11 “Ymarticular lIncal cianificanca harniice Af itc wildlifa”
12 “Ymarticular Incal cianificanca far Aanv anther rencan”

In order to, reater certainty, the checkli
Accessible
Local Green Space

rporates Natural England’s

A site of over 20ha (50 acres) |
not suitable for designation as a Loc

If during the process it becomes evident that the site is not appropriate for local green space
designation, there are other options that can be investigated (see Appendix 2).
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Step 4. Consult landowner

The Neighbourhood Plan Group should consult the landowner.

PLANIT-X



Step 5: Neighbourhood Plan Designation

The site can now be designated in the Neighbourhood Plan. The site designation will be
“tested” through the plan process. Anybody can object to policies or sites in a plan during
the consultation process and these consultation responses must be considered.

The Neighbourhood Plan will be scrutinised by an Independent Examiner, who will ensure
that the plan is robust and based on soun idence. The completed checklist will form
part of that\gvidence. The Neighbourho il'also be subject to a local referendum.

Formal desig eighbourhoodPlan is ‘made’.

PLANIT-X
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APPENDIX 1: MODEL NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN POLICY
AND SUPPORTING TEXT

Draft Supporting Text

National policy makes provision for local communities to identify green areas of particular
importance to those communities, wher elopment will not be permitted except in
very specigkcircumstances. The followi ve been designated as Local Green
Spaces thro eighbourhood P, [tation process:

Draft Policy
Development tha
Space (as designat
community will not b
outweigh the harm to

ess ofispecial character of a LocaliGreen
p) or its significance and value to the local
there are very special circumstanges which
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APPENDIX 2: ALTERNATIVES TO LOCAL GREEN SPACE
DESIGNATION

Agreements with land-owners

It may be possible for local communities to reach either formal or informal agreements
with the owner of the site to ensure acc the site for local people. This may be an
appropriatgoption where the site own ng-term connection with the local
area, for exa he owner of a larg state. It may.be possible for the land-
owner to ded

Further informa

Right of way and &

Community Purt
In some instances loca
they remain in commu
Parish Council or with a sj8

ave purchased important sites to ensure that
perpetuity. The ownership can lie with the Town or

Village Green stat
Anyone can apply tor, green if it has been used by local people for
lawful sports and pas without permission, force or secrecy) for

at least 20 years.

Further informatiog

learn abo
district or
ownership, [€

ent with the owner.
Further information:

Natural England

Assets of Community Value
The Community Right to Bid gives community groups a fairer chance to prepare and



http://www.staffnet.cotswold.gov.uk/nqcontent.cfm?a_id=3023
http://www.staffnet.cotswold.gov.uk/nqcontent.cfm?a_id=3023
http://www.staffnet.cotswold.gov.uk/nqcontent.cfm?a_id=3023
http://www.gov.uk/
http://mycommunityrights.org.uk/community-right-to-bid/

